What better time than the dawn of a New
Millennium for us in the nonwoven industry to work together for success? I'm referring to the International Nonwovens Technical Conference 2000 (INTC 2000) , which will take place in Dallas, TX from September 26-28.
This marks a milestone for our industry -the first time that INDA and TAPPI are holding a joint nonwoven technical conference. These two organizations have long played valuable roles in the nonwovens industry, both in North America and globally -but independently. Each sponsored technical conferences, each taking advantage of its own unique approach to the world of nonwovens. INDA has accomplished this with INDA-TEC, while TAPPI has held an annual Nonwovens Conference.
These two quality technical symposiums have grown to overlap as technology has evolved. It makes sense, at the threshold of a new era for our industry, to combine both conferences into one major event -the INTC 2000. TAPPI (Technical Association of the Pulp & Paper Industry) is a professional association of individuals that has its roots in the pulp and paper industry, but long ago expanded to form its Nonwovens Division, which now has over 250 individual members from all fields of the nonwovens industry.
For more than a year, a joint task force has been working behind the scenes to find the strengths of each organization in order to capitalize on them and create the best comprehensive conference.
The result is what we think is the best of each organization's approaches, contacts and abilities, combined to meet the needs of our industry.
You can't see the blood, sweat and tears that went into the planning of this event, but it was impressive and exciting to see how willingly people put aside individual or association interests for the common good. TAPPI and INDA staffs pulled together to handle the administration details and support the many volunteers. People from both camps reveled in the discovery of what can be achieved when we work together. It is truly a case of the sum being greater than its parts.
Attendees at this pioneering event will include mid-to upper-level management from R&D, sales and marketing, quality control, plant production, corporate division heads, academia, machinery and equipment manufacturers, suppliers of fibers, chemicals and finishes, roll good manufacturers, private, government, and academic research facilities, and end-users.
We would like to invite you to take part in this milestone event. With over 17 separate technical sessions, more than 60 speakers and with the added strength of networking between the two associations, we are sure this conference will set a pace for the Next Millennium. 
-INJ

